
 
 

WorkKeys FAQ 
 

 

When do I take the test? On October 2, you will report to 

school at the normal time, by 8:15 sharp. Late students will not 
be permitted in the room and will have to attend a make-up 
session.  This test is a mandatory state assessment, so all senior 
students will take it.  There are make-up days. You must take 
this test in order to walk at graduation.  
 

Where do I go to take the test? We will not be testing in 

Tiger Connect groups, so you will learn your testing group and 
room in a couple of weeks through your Tiger Connect teacher. 
 

What do I do after the test is over? You can leave after 

the test. If you need to ride the bus home, you can go to the 
cafeteria to eat lunch and then the gym for the remainder of the 
day. You cannot be anywhere else on campus. 
 

What should I bring on test day? Bring a Number 2 pencil, 

an approved calculator (see ACT.org for a list of approved 
calculators), and a picture ID to be admitted to the test. 
 

What’s off limits in the testing room? You cannot bring 

your bag (including a purse), food or drink, cell phone, or smart 
watch into the room – having a cell phone/smart watch will lead 
to a disciplinary referral and voiding of your test. Please leave 
these items in your car or locker, or they will have to be left in 
the hallway. 
 

How long is the test? Each test is 55 minutes long for a total 
of 2 hours and 45 minutes not including directions, etc. Testing 
starts at 8:15 with a demographics section and will end around 
noon. 

What is the WorkKeys test and how is it different from 
all the other tests? ACT assesses college readiness; 

WorkKeys assesses career readiness – this does not necessarily 
mean that you are going straight to work after graduation 
 

What exactly does the WorkKeys assess? WorkKeys looks 

at 3 main things: Your ability to read for information; your ability 
to look at charts, diagrams, and data and find needed 
information; and your ability to apply basic math concepts to 
real life situations. 
 

Why does the State of Alabama give the WorkKeys 
test? The State of Alabama has 2 focus points for education, 

are you ready for college and are you ready to work? 
 

How does my grade affect AHS? Each school is held 

accountable by the state for the scores their students receive. 
Schools that do not show progress can face consequences from 
the state. This is why it is very important for you to do your 
absolute best – you want your diploma to be from a school that 
has a high state ranking like AHS currently does. 
 

Who uses the results of my WorkKeys test? There are 

numerous companies that use the WorkKeys to assess job 
candidates for both white and blue-collar jobs and determine if 
they are employable. So, you may see it again!  Companies like 
GE, Kia, Mando, Hyundai , Phillips Staffing, Inova Health 
Systems, and CG Power Systems all use WorkKeys to determine 
employability. 
 

How is it scored? Tests are given a score of 3-7. Then, the 

overall score is given either a Bronze, Silver, Gold, or Platinum 
Key. 

 
 

Okay—now what do I need to remember? 
• The test is October 2 and is over around noon.  Make plans for transportation or have something to 

do in the gym after the test. 
 Bring a calculator, a Number 2 pencil, and a photo ID 
 No cell phones in the room at all – leave them in the car, a locker, or at home 
 No bags in the room 
 We will start at 8:15 a.m. That means you need to be here before that time 
 The WorkKeys is used for accountability, meaning it is tied to how the state “grades” our school.  

Your diploma holds the most value if the school is ranked well, so do your absolute best 
 Questions have different levels (3-7).  Check out the WorkKeys page at ACT.org to prepare! 

 
If you have questions, contact Beth Antoine at ecantoine@auburnschools.org. 

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/workkeys-for-job-seekers/preparation.html

